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The Overton Future community plan 

 

The planning process commenced in November 2011 and a small committee was 
formed to undertake the process.  The Overton Future group is independent of both 
the Parish Council and the BDBC, although we have received a small grant to cover 
expenses from both which is administered by the parish council.  The primary output 
from the exercise is the community plan, which covers a much broader range of 
subjects beyond area planning to look at the sustainability of the village over the 
short to medium term.  Since we started the Localism Bill has become law and 
devolves planning to the local level but interestingly assumes that the local 
community has a community plan in place as a basis for future planning.  So this 
exercise is of fundamental importance to the village and Overton’s community. 

Executive summary 

The predominant vision is that the village and its surroundings maintain the essential 
characteristics of a rural Hampshire village and that any growth is to be reasonable 
and sustainable.  It is a vibrant community that works well together, is friendly and 
safe.  There is a strong community spirit that supports a very wide range of clubs, 
organisations and businesses. 

Since this exercise started the issue of new homes has arisen again.  This issue was 
excluded from the study as it had been assumed that it was resolved and the previous 
discussion and debate had thoroughly covered the issue.  However, there is much 
latent feeling and this emerged in the public consultation and in the comments 
returned in the questionnaire.  The issue seems to be that large scale single 
developments of the size proposed are out of scale with the village and have the 
potential to turn Overton into a dormitory of Basingstoke and other big towns thus 
destroying the rural nature, cohesiveness and character of the village.   

Sustainability is high in most peoples’ requirements.  Of immediate concern is the use 
of solar panels for local electricity generation either in solar farms or on community 
buildings.  In the long term fossil fuel shortages may change car use, employment 
patterns and a greater focus on working closer to home which in turn places a greater 
emphasis on making the village economically sustainable. 

Whilst many issues in the action plan can be addressed separately many are 
interrelated and an overall Master Plan needs to be drawn up that integrates the 
social, economic and physical requirements that are going to ensure a sustainable 
future for the village.  This should be before the Neighborhood Plan. 

The most popular request was to make the river more accessible.  This is a major 
feature of the local environment and yet under used.  It could provide a valuable 
additional leisure resource as well as a learning environment for the local schools. 
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The Process 

The exercise is primarily one of consultation across the breadth of the community and 
was designed to engage as much of the community as possible.  This was undertaken 
in stages: 

The existing community organisations 

An evening event was held in the Community Centre in January 2012 to explain what 
a Community Plan was and how we intended to capture the views, opinions and big 
issues of concern to the village.  The event targeted the chairs of all of the village’s 
main organisations and over 20 were represented, some in force.  The first workshop 
was included in this event and a ‘Post-It note SWOT analysis was undertaken to start 
the process of identifying the main concerns. 

Community events used to further the identification of the main issues 

We had stalls at both the School Fete and the Sheep Fair to invite views about the 
village, what people thought was good and what could be improved.  Again 
suggestions were written on Post-It notes.  Over 120 ideas were generated many with 
multiple views from which a prioritization could be made.  From these events the 
questionnaire was developed.  It was trialed with a few selected people and 
organisations, modified and printed.   

Two separate questionnaires were developed aimed at under 15 year olds and the 
business community respectively. 

The survey results 

The main questionnaire survey was distributed to every household in the village and 
could also be accessed on line.  We received 271 returns, which is 14.5% of 
households, and covered 622 adults and 138 children, 17.6% of the population.  
Returns were received from every street in the village.  44% of respondents were 
male and 56% female.  The age distribution of respondents correlated with the latest 
census results was: 

Age range 2102 Survey 2011 Census 

Under 19 1%  

20-24 3% 4% 

25-34 10% 10% 

35-44 11% 13.5% 

45-54 15% 14.5% 

55-64 21% 14.5% 
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65-74 21% 11.5% 

75-84 15% 7% 

85+ 3% 4% 

 

We are therefore confident that this survey covers the population of the village in a 
representative way  

The report 

The report is broken down into five main discussion areas: transport, community 
services, opportunities for young people, businesses and services and environmental 
improvement.  There is also a section of inputs that were made in addition to the 
formal questions where people added ideas and issues not covered elsewhere.  The 
final section is the action plan.   

1 Transport 

Overton is at a main crossroads and is one of the primary reasons for its location and 
growth over time.  However, the residents have a number of concerns with the 
changing patterns of vehicle use implicit in modern life. 
 
24% either work in the village or work at home, 40% of the village work away from 
the village and 74% use their cars to travel there, 15% use the train and the 
remainder walk or use other methods. 25% of school children use the bus, 38% walk 
and 35% go by car.   

The comments (numbers in brackets) could be broadly categorized under parking 
(37), public transport (27), speeding (23), cycling (13), HGVs (9), rat runs (8) and 
other(19). 

Issue An issue Not an issue 

Too many lorries as 
through traffic 

78%  

Speeding through the 
village 

76%  

High cost of public 
transport 

67%  

Excess car usage in the 
village 

64%  

Lack of available parking 
spaces in village centre 

62%  
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Lack of available car 
parking spaces at the 
station 

62%  

Lorries making deliveries 56%  

Limited frequency of public 
transport 

An issue for some 56% 

Pedestrian routes not 
integrated with public 
transport 

 66% 

Pedestrian routes not 
signposted 

  

 

1.1 HGVs 

General concern about growth in numbers, perhaps due to reliance on Sat Nav 
directions plus many are concerned about damage to verges, buildings and services. 
The C29 is inadequate for the current level of use by large vehicles including 
agricultural. 

1.2 Speeding 

All comments were similar – too much speeding around the village.  Specific places 
named were: the approach to the Station, B3400 generally, Kingsclere Road, 
Southington, Waltham Lane and London Road, in fact most of the main routes 
through the area. 

1.3 Public Transport 

Buses are good during the day but poor in the evening. 

The train service is poor on Sundays and generally more trains should stop. There was 
much concern about walking to the station, which is not safe due to a lack of 
pavements from any direction and poor lighting.  Whilst we have the bonus of free 
parking and the generosity of DeLaRue providing more space this may be being 
abused by people from outside of the village filling the car parks before they 
commute. 

1.4 Car sharing 

Local schemes for and other ways to cut down usage were suggested.  

1.5 Parking 
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The themes here were inconsiderate parking (ie double, on pavements and blocking 
entrances), congestion and safety around the Co-Op during deliveries and 
parking/traffic at the school. 

1.6 Cycling 

 

Improvements to achieve safe cycling %age 

Segregated cycle lanes 50% 

Cycle only routes 33% 

Shared pavement routes 34% 

Better storage at the station 31% 

 
There were two distinct themes here: nearly half were concerned about cyclists riding 
on the pavements, the remainder were generally concerned with safety, some 
wanting cycle routes particularly to the station and Basingstoke, with others pointing 
out that the roads and pavements are too narrow for special cycle ways. 

1.7 Rat runs 

Essentially a number of narrow and inappropriate lanes are used to avoid the traffic 
lights: Battens Ave, Two Gate Lane, Waltham Road, Dellands and Silk Mill lane. 

1.8 Other 

Difficulties for mobility scooters: pavements too narrow, wheelie bins left out, 
parking on pavement. 

Bridge Street/Red Lion Junction – pavement too narrow difficulty turning onto high 
street, concerns about HGVs too close to the pavement and bins on the pavement on 
a Friday 

The action plan needs to consider that the basic road pattern of the village has not 
changed for centuries and yet the car and motor traffic are a fact of modern life. The 
size of vehicle is also increasing, both with HGVs and farm equipment, which is 
damaging many of the more fragile roads. The question is how to achieve a balance 
and whilst the village is essentially a safe place to move around there are a number of 
irritations and things that could be improved. There is no great appetite for improved 
cycling probably because so few cycle and the hills in and out of the village deter 
everyone except the fit and determined. 

 
2 Community Services and facilities 

The group were trying to find out what further community facilities were required in 
Overton or what existing facilities could be enhanced.  There were several items that 
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had a great deal of support and reflected the findings from earlier surveys and 
questionnaires that had been undertaken in the village.  

The ideas that had the most support were as follows: 

2.1 Better use of the swimming pool 

There was support for the pool at the school and it was felt that it was vital to keep 
the existing outdoor facility for the use of the children. Many wanted to see the use 
of the pool expanded to adults. There was also support for covering the pool so that it 
could be used all year round. 

2.2 Purpose built hall 

Many wanted to have a large purpose built hall that could be used for sports and 
larger functions.  See the youth requirement for indoor ball sports 

2.3  Gym facilities 

Many wished to see Overton have its own gym facilities. 

2.4  NHS dentist 

This was a popular request. Since the last questionnaire, a dentist has been opened in 
the village – but not offering any treatment on the NHS. 

2.5  Doctor’s surgery 

Many felt that there were not enough doctors to deal with the population and many 
could not get an appointment when required. 

2.6  General keep fit 

Many thought that there were not enough keep fit classes. Some people wanted 
classes in the day, others in the evening, some wanted pilates and some wanted 
classes for over 40s or over 60s 

2.7  Better advertising of what is available 

2.8  Bus to Basingstoke Hospital 

Obviously this highlights the need for expensive facilities that may well be required 
with the expansion of the village, but it will necessitate dedicated fund raising and 
organisation to acquire.  

 
3 Opportunities for young people in the village 

A separate survey of under 18 year olds was undertaken.  44% of respondents felt the 
Parish Council did not listen to young people, seek their views nor take their views 
into account. 
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Travel 
88% of respondents use public transport for leisure. 86% use public transport to go to 
school.  36% wanted cheaper fares and 20% wanted cleaner buses 
 
Environment 
 
88% of respondents use footpaths and the two issues raised were dog mess and 
cutting back foliage.  92% of young people overall felt safe in Overton, however 16% 
cited the railway station at night to be the only time they felt unsafe.  80% of 
respondents thought relationships with police was excellent and named PC Baldwin 
as the main reason, i.e. he treated them with respect. 
 
Youth oriented activity 
 
Interestingly 48% of respondents said that the activities currently on offer are not of 
interest to them, which means that they are poorly designed or not adapted to 
current tastes and needs. Many suggestions were made: 52% of respondents 
requested new sporting activities and 22% said a girls football team, 40% said they 
didn’t use the swimming pool although this was mainly in reference to the 
Testbourne school pool. 
 
16% said 14yrs+ youth clubs and disco nights. 32% wanted more social events, 20% 
wanted more shops. 
 
48% would probably not live here into their adult lives; they wanted to travel and to 
see the world or felt they would have to move for work.  They see Overton as a place 
to retire to. 
 
4 Local business and employment patterns 

Everyone considers that the local shops and businesses are a key feature of the village 
and its vibrancy. We have calculated that the smaller shops, businesses and services 
in the parish employ up to 350 people although not all will be resident in the parish. 
There is obviously a natural turnover of personnel but the amount of jobs available in 
these enterprises is likely to grow slowly in the medium term.  Some 40% of working 
age persons work away from the village but that still represents a much smaller 
proportion than in many villages where local employment opportunities are very 
limited. 

Overton is fortunate in that there are a number of larger employers within the Parish 
but a snap shot of them reflects trends that are observed across the country. 

De La Rue still employs several hundred people but an increasing proportion of their 
workers travel from elsewhere rather than being existing village residents. The 
presence of a major employer has significantly supported the economy of village for 
many years and helped to attract and sustain other businesses. De La Rue values and 
intends to retain its plant in Overton, but is a business competing in and facing the 
pressures of a global marketplace. 
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Laverstoke Park employs some 160 people in the farm, meat processing plant and its 
associated ventures. They anticipate growth of 6 to 7 employees per year but have 
encountered some difficulties recruiting locally; partly because some posts are highly 
specialized and the person with the right skills is unlikely to be here already and partly 
because some locals are reluctant to take the lower paid agricultural and meat plant 
jobs. 

Bombay Sapphire Gin are anticipating that there will be some 40 plus jobs on offer 
once the mill has been converted into a distillery and tourist attraction. Again many 
of those posts will require experienced specialists who are likely to come from 
elsewhere. 

Editorial Office is an example of the largely invisible “home” working revolution. It has 
10 employees and 70 flexi or part time freelancers who provide online editorial 
support to medical and scientific journals. The majority employed are village 
residents who work from home and the business has grown steadily in recent years. 
Fast and reliable broadband is key to their business and existing provision is 
inadequate. When the need for a small office or meeting facility within the village 
arose they were unable to find suitable premises. 

It is unlikely that major business developments will occur within the parish so future 
employment opportunities will, largely depend on supporting and maintaining 
current businesses and the provision of facilities to encourage other small or medium 
sized enterprises. Faster broadband, facilitating home offices, small office hubs or 
business units and further retail space may assist. 

The key is to maintain the attractiveness of the local activity that in turn will be then 
sustainable.  The survey revealed that 83% of households either use or look for local 
tradesmen, which is of vital importance in keeping business activity vibrant. 

The importance to the economic vitality of the village %age 

Local shops 99% 

Post office 99% 

Tourist events, eg, scarecrow festival, sheep fair, Car Fest etc 88% 

White Hart as a hotel  81% 

Saturday local produce market (monthly) in Community Centre 
car park 

79% 

Good parking in the central area 68% 

 
4.1 The additional shops or services would people like to see in the village 

Many people recognised that the village is actually quite well served however this 
question resulted in quite a range of responses with the following each receiving 
about 5% of comments: Taxi, Petrol Station, Shoe repairs, Fishmonger, Gym.  The first 
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three are services that have been lost in recent years, which may reflect whether 
there is in fact sufficient demand.  However three types of business each attracted 
significantly more comments (between 20%-25% of the total each) in response to 
this question. 

a) The White Hart 
There is general concern that the White Hart is still empty and that sorting out the 
planning application is taking so long. A building of such history and location sets the 
character of the centre of the village and it should be part of the current vibrant 
range of shops and services.  

b) Ironmonger/DIY store: 

The comments seem to envisage an “Arkwright” style shop, however as one 
commentator recognises it is perhaps doubtful that such a shop could be 
economically viable in the current climate. It is clearly difficult to compete with 
Homebase/B&Q on range or value. 

c) Greater variety of Restaurants: 

People recognise that we have a reasonable range of restaurants and take-aways, but 
there is a clear desire for greater choice. The larger numbers of comments identified 
two distinct gaps in the market. Firstly a Chinese take-away or restaurant, and 
secondly an Italian or Bistro style restaurant. 

Foodshop/Grocer/small supermarket as alternative to the Co-Op: 

Many of those who have commented are looking particularly for better availability of 
fresh fruit and vegetables and a store that will promote price competition with the 
Co-Op. There is a clear undercurrent of feeling that the Co-Op exploits it’s near 
monopoly position. Whilst the Spar off Dellands provides some convenience food it 
tends to serve it’s own area of the village and another centrally located store is what 
is required. Interestingly although some commentators mentioned the occasional 
produce market neither it nor the Laverstoke Park Farm shop were mentioned by 
anyone as meeting this need. 

5 Housing and the environment 

In recent history housing has been an emotive issue and this survey was not intended 
to add to that previous debate. However, the sustainability of the village is important 
so we chose to survey the general need of the population in terms of future need and 
potential change. 

The fact is that the village is a very attractive place in which to live is shown by the 
fact that 88% of households do not intend to leave the village in the next five years.  If 
they moved in the village the following is the mix of housing need: 

House types %age 

2/3 bedroom 40% 
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4/5 bedroom 25% 

Retirement property 25% 

1 bed house or flat 10% 

 
However 61% think that there are few suitable properties and that housing here is 
expensive. 21% think that there is a lack of ‘Affordable Homes’ ie those that are in the 
low cost schemes to encourage first time and new home owners although only 10% 
would be looking for a 1 bed house or flat. 

The ageing population is generally well catered for although 35% think that there is 
not enough variety in the local provision. 

5.1 Keeping the character of the village (35 comments) 

There is an overwhelming need to maintain Overton as a village. The quality of life 
that most people seek is that of a village. It is seen as a danger to this concept that 
future expansion is too fast and too large. People do not want to see Overton become 
a town. 

Overton is a great place to live (6), and those who live here or who have moved here 
have done it for the existing character of the village. Recent developments have made 
people very nervous about large-scale development and the way that it could change 
or even overwhelm the current character of the village. The Overton Design 
Statement captures quite well the current features that contribute to the character of 
the village although it needs to be updated and more proactive. 

However there is widespread concern that the young are excluded from the housing 
market by the fact that the market is oriented towards those who can afford property 
in the village. To some extent this is a national problem but there may be local ways 
that can help. But, there has to be a balance between the concern over large scale 
new developments that would fund a large number of ‘affordable homes’ and the 
significant change in the character of the village as a consequence of such 
development. 

5.2   The current infrastructure is nearly overloaded now (9) 

Traffic, which is dealt elsewhere, is a major concern particularly the growth in car use 
if there are significant new developments. The basic infrastructure of water supply 
and drainage is currently at its limits. The road system has not changed for centuries 
and is not now designed for modern vehicles nor traffic volumes. Some of the issues 
are currently being resolved but there are still some detailed traffic issues to resolve. 

6 Improving the environment 

6.1 Hedgerow maintenance 
Beside a general issue of pavements becoming overgrown over the summer there are 
some specific areas that need attention: 
Dellands, the section down to the B3440 becomes very overgrown on both sides and 
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the landowners need to keep it cut back as it reduces the width for pedestrians. 
Kingsclere Road, nettles grow out across the footpath particularly the section past the 
allotments reducing the width for prams and small children.  
The hedges alongside footpaths generally need at least one trim during the summer.  

6.2 Tree screens to new developments  
The main issue is the lack of a suitable screen to the new development at Overton 
Hill.  As yet there is no developed tree screen or planting on the West side of the 
development and it forms a visual barrier of solid brickwork and effectively presents a 
barrier to integration with the village.  It is this sort of detail that needs to be avoided 
in future plans.  

6.3 Access to the river  
This is seen as highly desirable with a large number of suggestions as to where there 
should be a walk. The majority of respondents are aware that the land alongside the 
river is in private ownership and the probable difficulty of providing suitable access. 
The section by the golf course was mentioned several times. Making more use of the 
existing access through Flashetts was mentioned such as cutting back the foliage in 
summer. Also could seats be provided here?  

6.4 Local solar power generation  
A number of people were aware of the various community schemes that are 
emerging to generate solar power and raised in particular the West Mill Solar scheme 
and that in Newport in Wales. There is lot of support for looking into this further as 
more are aware of the need to replace fossil fuel. Many proposed solar panels on 
community buildings, but this may have more practical constraints over ownership 
than a ‘green field’ solar farm.  

6.5 Recycling facilities  
Whilst many are happy with the current recycling facilities there was a considerable 
number seeking either that the existing provision be increased to cover more items of 
waste or that there should be more around the village.  

A major concern is the volume of green waste that is generated and the vehicle miles 
in taking it to either Andover or Basingstoke recycling depots outweighs the energy 
savings in recycling. The green waste collection is too small to be really useful to 
many people. 

6.6 Local park facilities 
There is general satisfaction with existing park facilities. There were some comments 
about individual aspects and the need to keep them maintained and so attractive to 
be used.  

6.7 Access to local open spaces 
There is general satisfaction with access to the countryside around the village.  

 

7 Conclusions 
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We would like to thank all those who have assisted us, taken part in the surveys and 
provided help and assistance in the production of this plan.  The following section is 
the action plan to take many of the issues forward and we look forward to continuing 
assistance across the community and its many organisations in doing so. 
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Action Plan 

 

Transport issues Detailed action Responsibility 

Upgrade the C29 to the 
same level as the other 
routes into the village 

 

Repair broken edges to maintain 
carriageway width 

Place weight limit on the road from golf 
course into the village 

HCC 

Reduce the number of 
routes used as rat runs 
to avoid the traffic 
lights in the centre of 
the village. 

Review traffic patterns in the village and 
change routes such as: 

Waltham road - make one way from 
London Road 

Two Gate Lane - make one way out of 
the village with narrowing bollards and 
resurface including solve flooding issue 

Battens Avenue - one way into the 
village 

Dellands and Silk Mill Lane one way into 
the village. 

HCC 

 

Improve safe access to 
the station at night and 
in the winter. 

Upgrade with full street lighting, safe 
pedestrian walkways and resurface road. 

 

 

Increase safety for 
vulnerable people in 
the road way past the 
Red Lion 

Devise scheme to slow traffic, give 
pedestrians, particularly with push chairs, 
a safer route. 

Create a priority system, better pavement 
width and crossing to the school. 

Also reduced speed limit at school crossing 
times (as in Australia). 

Bridge Street one way only at the junction 
to stop dangerous and unsighted turn onto 
London Road.  

 

PC/HCC 
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Mobility scooters 

45% of the population 
is retired and ageing so 
safe routes for scooters 
will become important 
to maintain mobility. 

 

Review all pavements from every 
residence area to the centre, doctors and 
station for safe and continuous access for 
mobility scooters. 

Organise drop kerbs at junctions etc. 

PC 

 

Community services Detailed Action Responsibility 

Better advertising of 
services 

Compile a list of keep-fit classes that are 
already available and distribute in News 
and Views 

N&V 

Encourage new classes Encourage new types of classes at different 
times if there is deemed to be a need 

Community 
groups/ORC 

Swimming Pool Look at the better utilisation of the 
swimming pool which is currently run by 
the Lordsfield Swimming Club during the 
summer for school children only.  There is 
some S106 money which could be used to 
expand the facility – but not sure how far 
the investigation has progressed. 

ORC has approached the LSC – but think 
that this was fairly recent. 

PC 

 

 

 

 

PC 

Build a large multi-
purpose hall 

There is probably a need for such a facility 
in addition to the existing halls in the 
village.  There is still room on the ‘village 
hall’ site on Overton Hill but other fields 
exist where it could be built – Berrydown 
Sports Field and Sapley Lane Playing Field.   

PC/ORC/Halls 
ctte 

Gym Could probably only be undertaken as part 
of a large hall project 

PC/ORC/Halls 
ctte 

NHS Dentist Approach existing dentist about the 
logistics of taking on some NHS patients 

NHS 
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Bus to Basingstoke 
Hospital 

Difficult to organise as it would have to run 
on a regular basis to meet all 
appointments but would probably not be 
well used on that basis.  Possible formal 
expansion of Overton ACTION that run a 
car service to the hospital at present. 

 

Other activities Other things suggested: better 
access/training for computers, sign 
language course, a weekday walking group 
(as per Whitchurch) and evening classes. 

 

Youth issues Detailed action Responsibility 

We make public 
transport more 
accessible and 
affordable for young 
people 

Buses and trains to reduce fares for young 
people. 

Ensure buses and trains are clean and 
friendly towards young people. 

 

We make footpaths 
more accessible for 
young people 

Footpaths to be cleared of dog mess and 
foliage cut back where needed. 

 

We create new or 
improve existing 
activities for a wider 
range of young people 
to access. 

Introduce new sports to Overton, 
suggestions included; squash, boxing, 
wrestling, baseball, basketball, handball 
and volleyball 

Introduce other new activities, i.e. 14+ 
Youth Clubs and disco nights. 

Encourage formation of girls football 
teams.   

Be able to offer activities young people 
want 

More research into the apparent under 
usage of swimming pools in this age 
group. 

 

 

To have young people 
feel safe when using the 
railway station at night. 

Improve lighting on all roads leading to 
the railway station so young people 
walking to and from at night can see 
where they are going and who is around. 
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Make Overton a better 
place overall for young 
people to live in and 
want to stay into their 
adult life. 

Improve number of social activities; i.e. 
youth clubs for older ages and disco 
nights. 
 
Improve number and range of shops, 
(more research needed to find out types 
attracted to by young people) 
 

 

For the Parish Council to 
improve further relations 
with the young people of 
Overton. 

 

 

 

For local Policing in 
Overton to be 
supported. 

For young people to feel they have a real 
voice in Overton politics and can make 
suggestions that result on real change. 
Suggestions made by young people 
included; visits to local schools; use social 
media more; listen to young people more; 
do more questionnaires.  

 

PC Baldwin is allowed to continue to 
develop relationships with young people 
using the current neighborhood policing 
approaches. 

 

 

Business and services Detailed action Responsibility 

What do businesses 
require? 

There was little response from the 
business community so there needs to be a 
more detailed survey of business needs 

 

 

Broadband Mount a significant campaign to get high 
speed broadband 

 

 

OBA organisation Encourage OBA to be more progressive 
and perhaps to split between retailers and 
shops and other businesses. 

 

White Hart Engage with the agents to explain village 
feelings and requirements 

 

Long term sustainability of 
local activity to reduce 
commuting 

Encourage the home workers with co-
working ‘hubs’ for the self employed or micro 
businesses. 

Campaign for faster broadband speeds. 
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Overton as a tourist 
destination 

Map of walks in the centre of the village  

Campsite 
River walkway 
Cycling trails hub 

Work with Bombay Saphire to develop a suite 
of related activity 

 

 

Shopping in the village Create a list of shop owners and landlords 
and inform them of the desires of the locals 
for: 

more competition to the Co-op 
an Italian restaurant 
local deliveries 
increase the number of shop units and do not 
convert to dwellings 

The PC to actively engage with and 
encourage the owners of the White Hart to 
develop it and let it to a significant operator. 

 

 

Improving the 
environment 

Detailed action Responsibility 

New housing 
development 

Produce a master plan for the village linking 
social, economic and housing need. 
 
Encourage mixed use development in the 
centre of the village. 
 
Engage with site owners about the need to 
foster the characteristics of the village and to 
get this built into their agreements with their 
developers.  Engage the BDBC planners in 
this dialogue so that they understand the 
local requirements (see Cambridge model). 
 
All major housing development proposals to 
be presented as 3D visual CAD models to the 
community so that the contribution to the 
character of the village is fully demonstrated. 
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Hedgerow maintenance Post reminders in News and Views about 
cutting back over footpaths  
 
HCC to cut back hedges over roads twice a 
year  

Parish council to request better 
maintenance from local landowners  

 

Tree screens to new 
developments 

Landscaping plan to be reviewed by 
community to ensure visual enhancement of 
village by planning and shielding on new 
developments. 

Parish Council to develop planting plan for 
existing developments and encourage 
BDBC to work in partnership with owners 
to deliver the plan. 

 

Access to the river Work with landowners to create river 
walkway zone either end of Flashetts for use 
by the whole community. 

Develop costed plan for walkway and seek 
funding 

Discuss with ORC access to the river by the 
golf course 

 

Local power generation Explore the various options for local solar 
power generation 

Hold local awareness event and decide on a 
strategy 

 

Recycling facilities Explore the viability of a larger green waste 
facility 

 

Increasing energy 
sustainability 

Explore the community solar farm concept 
either to buy and apply panels across the 
village as in Newport or a solar farm as in 
West Mill Solar 

Local wind farm as part of a community 
energy farm as at West Mill Solar. 

 

 



 20 

   Affordable homes To see what the real issue is. Review the data 
in the survey. Who is raising the issue? 

Check with local estate agents the availability 
of housing over the last few years to see 
what the market is. 

 

 

 


