
OVERTON NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 

STATEMENT OF COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 

National Planning Guidance in relation to Neighbourhood Plans states that ‘A qualifying 

body should be inclusive and open in the preparation of its neighbourhood plan and ensure that the 

wider community 

 is kept fully informed of what is being proposed 

 is able to make their views known throughout the process 

 has opportunities to be actively involved in shaping the emerging neighbourhood plan 

 is made aware of how their views have informed the draft neighbourhood plan. 

This statement demonstrates compliance with these requirements. 

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT STRATEGY 

In November 2013, the intention to proceed with a neighbourhood plan was advertised and 

parishioners were invited to join a neighbourhood planning group. The number of people involved 

gradually grew to 28 which demonstrates community involvement. In April 2014, a project 

manager was appointed. One of his first actions was to appoint a team of four to devise and 

implement a strategy for engaging with parish residents. To achieve division of labour, a separate 

team was tasked to engage with other stakeholders. Both had a designated leader and reported to 

the Project Manager. Both groups were required to keep a detailed record of their activities.  

Public consultations were done for the Village Design Statement in 2003, and updated in ‘Overton 

Futures’, 2012. Whilst these remained valid, it was important to check that there had been no 

significant shifts in public opinion since.  

Definition 

Both Groups adopted the following definition of community engagement. 

 

 TO INFORM by providing information about the progress of our neighbourhood plan. 

 TO CONSULT by providing opportunities for people to have their say and to act on the 

feedback we receive, showing how it has influenced the decisions made. 

 TO INVOLVE by providing opportunities for people to get involved and have a greater 

influence over the making of a plan.  

 TO COLLABORATE in the development of options and analysis of alternatives. 

 TO EMPOWER by ensuring that decisions reflect what the community wants. 

 

ENGAGING WITH THE WIDER COMMUNITY 

Stages 

The process was divided into four stages 

1. To raise awareness that a plan was being prepared, to tell parishioners what it involved and to 

start to elicit their views. We asked open questions about what people value and wish to 

conserve and what they most want to see improved. 



2. From the responses, to write a questionnaire to be sent to every household in the parish. 

3. From the responses to the questionnaire, to write the vision and objectives and to write a draft 

plan. 

4. To publish the draft plan, engage with residents about the strategic options for housing sites 

and receive feedback. 

                                               2014                                                                     2015 

 A M J J A S O N D J F M 

Preparing the strategy             

Initial consultation             

Questionnaire             

Analysis of results             

V&O. Drafting  the plan             

Consultation             

Analysis of results             

Consultation: housing sites             

Statutory cons period              

 

 

‘Hard to reach’ groups. 

From the outset, plans were made to engage specifically with children and teenagers, the very 

elderly and working people. The NP group were not aware of any gypsies, travellers or travelling 

show people. There are no organisations in the parish representing ethnic or non-Christian 

religious groups. The questionnaire included a section for people disabled by restricted mobility. 

According to the census of 2011, 97.8% of residents speak English as their first language. 

 

Keeping people informed. 

Throughout the process, residents were kept informed of progress and results and told about the 

next steps and when they would be, both in ‘Overton News & Views’ (issued monthly by Overton 

Parish Council to every household in the Parish)  and on the village website. In all 

communications, the Neighbourhood Planning Group have used plain English, free of jargon and 

technical words, so that residents can clearly understand the process involved, what a 

neighbourhood plan can and cannot do and what is being proposed. All the materials used are 

available for inspection at the Parish Office and on the Village website at www.overtonvillage.com 

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT: THE EVIDENCE BASE 

Public consultations were done for the Village Design Statement in 2002, and up-dated in 

‘Overton Futures’, 2012. Whilst these remain valid, it was important to check that there had been 

no significant shifts in public opinion since. 

Community engagement was conducted in four phases. 

1 The initial public consultation lasted from 21
st
 May-31

st
 July, 2014.  An article was published 

in News & Views and at a number events, residents were asked for their views on a response form. 

The things I value most and want to see conserved and are….. 

The things I would most like to see improved are…. 

Any other comments?… 



 

308 completed forms were received. 

 

Evidence base 

1. Article, Overton News & Views 

2. Presentation material 

3. List of events 

4. Response form 

5. Analysis of responses, all comers events 

6. Analysis of responses, primary school 

7. Responders by age 

8. Responders by street 

 

2 The questionnaire. 

The results enabled the NP Group to construct a questionnaire which was sent to every household 

in the Parish on 30
th

 June, 2014 with the option of completing it online at the Overton Village 

website. Paper copies were also available at key locations around the village. The closing date was 

31
st
 July 2014. A total of 600 completed questionnaires was received. The opinions expressed 

were fully in line with previous consultations. 

 

Evidence base 

9. Questionnaire form 

10. Analysis of responses 

11. Text answers 

12. Responders by age group 

13. Responders by street 

 

3 November 1
st
 –November 30

th
, 2014

 

From the responses, the NP Group were able to write a draft plan.  A summary was sent to every 

household in the Parish. 

 

At two exhibitions, parishioners were able to see the sites available for housing, our proposed 

Vision and Objectives, the proposed strategic options for selecting sites for housing and our 

proposed selection criteria.  All of these were strongly endorsed. 

 

Evidence base 

10. Draft Plan Summary 

11. Draft  Plan: response form 

12. Draft Plan: analysis of responses 

13. Exhibition material 

14. Site Preference: analysis of responses 

15. Site Assessment Criteria: analysis of responses 

16. Text comments 

17. Attenders by street 

 
 



4 Exhibition, January 24
th

, 2015 

At a further public exhibition, parishioners could see the revised housing sites available, an 

account of discussions with landowners, a summary sustainability report, an outline proposal for 

employment land and the developers’ proposals for their sites. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Three scenarios were presented any of which will deliver 154 dwellings. Residents were asked to 

place these in rank order with a further option of making an alternative proposal. 

 

18. Evidence base 

19. Exhibition material 

20. Preferences in rank order 

21. General comments 

 

The result was a clear preference for Scenario A which will be recommended by the NP Group in 

the Pre-submission Neighbourhood Plan. 

SCENARIO A DWELLINGS 

SITE F: S OF TWO GATE LANE 70 

SITE J: W OF SAPLEY PLAYING FIELD 55 

4 SMALL SITES 29 

 154 

 

 

 

 



OVERTON NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN QUESTIONNAIRE 

Please place a tick in all the boxes you agree with.         (Only 9 questions. Not too bad. Just get started!)  

If there isn’t room for what you want to say please use the back page.  

Q1 Generally speaking, do you find Overton a good place to live? 

1b If you answered ‘No’, can you please say why? 

 

 

Q2 Please say what things you value most about living here? 

  Valued 
highly 

Valued 
somewhat 

Not 
important to 
me 

1 Overton’s village character    

2 The countryside around    

3 The historic heritage    

4 Sense of community    

5 Views within the village and to the countryside    

6 Sports facilities    

7 Church communities, clubs and societies    

8 Local shops and businesses    

9 Pubs, restaurants and takeaways    

10 Green spaces in the village    

11 Footpaths out of the village    

12 Transport links    

13 Other things     

 

2a If you said ‘other things’, can you please say what they are? 

 

Q1 If you answered ‘Yes’ ’ to Q1 can you say what things you value most about living here? 

 

 

2b If there is there a particular view or place that is special for you, please tell us about it here. 

 

 

 

 

YES NO 

 

 

 

 



NEW HOUSING 

Q3 What do you feel about more houses being built here? 

 

3a If you said you were concerned, please say why. 

 

 

Q3b If you said you welcome it, please say why. 

 

 

Q4 Thinking about new housing, please say which of the following you agree with? 

  I agree I disagree I don’t have 
a view 

1 As many houses as possible should be ‘affordable’.*    

2 More homes adapted to the needs of those with reduced 
mobility will be needed, preferably on level ground close to 
amenities. 

   

3 New developments should be designed to maintain existing 
views and not dominate the landscape. 

   

4 Affordable and market value homes should be mixed together.    

5 New housing should be phased over the plan period.    

6 A series of small developments is better than big ones.    

7 The sale of some plots for self-build should be encouraged.    

8 In terms of utilities, there is particular concern about waste 
water management. No building work should start until these 
issues have been resolved. 

   

9 All children of primary school age living in the Parish should 
have the option to attend school in Overton 

   

 

*Affordable’ means means they are bought or rented by specified eligible households whose needs are 

not met by the market.  

4a Is there anything else you want to say about new housing? 

 

 

 

Q5 I want to move within Overton in the next few years 

Very concerned Somewhat concerned Not concerned 

 

I welcome it 

 

 

YES NO 



Q5A If you answered ‘Yes’ please say how many bedrooms you will need.   1       2       3       4      More than 

4  

WORKING 

Q6 Thinking about work, can you say which of the following you agree with? 

  I agree I disagree I don’t have 
a view 

1 It is good in principle to promote local jobs.    

2 The use of redundant buildings for business or light 
manufacturing purposes should  be supported in principle. 

   

3 Shops should not be converted to residential use unless it is 
impossible to find a tenant or buyer. 

   

4 Encouraging visitors is a way of supporting local jobs.    

 

(You’re doing well. Half way there now. Keep going!) 

GETTING AROUND 

Q7 Thinking about getting around, which of the following would you agree with 

  I agree I disagree I don’t have 
a view 

1 To improve road safety, further measures should be taken to 
reduce traffic speed in the parish. 

   

2 Parking in Winchester Street near the shops should be time 
restricted as it is in the High Street. 

   

3 Finding a site for more car parking places close to the village 
centre should be a high priority. 

   

4 Parking at the station should be charged for to reduce demand.    

5 To improve safety, the area around the station should be lit at 
night. 

   

 

Getting around the village. 

7a If the 74 bus around the village ran every weekday I would use it. 

7b I can’t walk very far or I care for someone who can’t walk far.  

7c I use a wheelchair or mobility scooter or I care for someone who does.   

7d If you answered ‘Yes’ to either of the last two questions, how could we help you get around more 

easily? 

 

 

7e Is there anything else you want to say about getting around? 

Q6D Please tell us about anything else you want to say about getting around.  

 

YES 

YES 

No 

No 

YES NO 



SAFETY 

 

Q8 Generally speaking, do you feel safe in Overton? 

8a If you said ‘No’ please say when and where you don’t feel safe. 

 

 

ENJOYMENT 

Q9 Thinking about how we enjoy our leisure time, please say which of the following you agree with. 

  I agree I disagree I don’t have 
a view 

1 More facilities for youngster are needed.    

2 More facilities for sports/activities are needed.    

3 The village halls we have are adequate.    

4 A new much larger village hall with better facilities is needed 
which would involve selling the older hall sites to help pay for it. 

   

5 If the school swimming pool could be made available to adults 
and older children more often I would use it. 

   

6 If riverside access could be improved I would make use of it.     

7 If there were more circular footpath routes I would use them.    

 

9a If you agreed with 1 above please say what               9b If you agreed with 5 above please say which 

facilities?          sports and activities? 

 

 

Q10 Is there something you want to say that we have not covered at all? 

 

 

 

 

 

Q11 About you. To help us analyse the results please complete the following. 

11a I am Male/Female  11b I live in this road…………………………………………………………………………………… 

11c My age is 5- 9  10-14  15-19  20-29  30-39  40-49  50-59  60-69  70-79  80+ 

You’ve done it. Well done! We are very grateful. Thank you. 

Yes No 

 

  

 



 

Please either complete this online or deliver it to 14 Winchester Street next to HSBC bank 
by 31ST July at the latest. Replies received after that date can’t be taken into account. 

 

OVERTON NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN QUESTIONNAIRE  Total number: 600 

Q1 Generally speaking, do you find Overton a good place to live?   YES 99% NO 1% 

Q2 Please say what things you value most about living here. 

  Valued 
highly 

Valued 
somewhat 

Not 
important to 
me 

1 Overton’s village character. 90% 8% 2% 

2 The countryside around. 98% 2% 1% 

3 The historic heritage. 60% 38% 2% 

4 Sense of community. 85% 13% 2% 

5 Views within the village and to the countryside beyond. 85% 13% 2% 

6 Sports facilities. 37% 39% 24% 

7 Clubs, societies and church communities. 54% 34% 12% 

8 Local shops and businesses. 89% 19% 2% 

9 Schools and local health facilities.  79% 19% 2% 

10 Pubs, restaurants and takeaways. 54% 39% 6% 

11 Green spaces in the village. 84% 14% 2% 

12 Footpaths in and around the village. 83% 16% 1% 

13 Transport links. 73% 23% 4% 

14 Other things.    

 

2a If you said ‘other things’, please say what they are 
51 responses, 17 of them about feeling safe, low crime area. 

2b If there is a particular view or place that is special for you, please tell us about it here. 
333 responses, 40% of them about land to north of the church including Great North Field. Views of the 

river (31%), views from the village to surrounding hills and vice versa (22%) 

Q3 What do you feel about more houses being built here? 

Very concerned  Somewhat concerned  Not concerned  I welcome it 

52%   36%    7%     5%    

3a If you said you were concerned, please say why. 
664 responses. 65% were about infrastructure, mainly unspecified but including the school, the surgery, 

parking, traffic congestion and sewers. 21% were concerned about loss of village identity. 

Q3B If you said you welcome it, please say why 
34 responses including the benefit to shops and businesses from a larger customer base (10) and the 

opportunity to build more affordable home (9). 

 



 

 

 

Q4 Thinking about new housing, please say which of the following you agree with. 

  I agree I disagree I don’t have 
a view 

1 More starter homes are needed. 62% 20% 18% 

2 More homes adapted to the needs of those with reduced 
mobility will be needed. 

51% 12% 37% 

3 Homes of different sizes and styles should be mixed together. 67% 18% 15% 

4 The sale of some plots for self-build should be encouraged. 55% 11% 34% 

5 New housing should be phased over the plan period. 82% 7% 11% 

6 A series of small developments is better than big ones. 83% 5% 12% 

7 No building work should start until issues about waste water 
management have been resolved. 

92% 2% 5% 

8 The design of new homes should fit with the distinctive styles of 
Overton. 

83% 5% 12% 

9 New developments should be designed to maintain existing 
views and not dominate the landscape. 

91% 2% 7% 

10 New housing should be built to a high standard and be energy 
efficient. 

93% 1% 6% 

 
 
Q4a Is there anything else you want to say about new housing? 
119 responses, 46 of them with a sense of grievance that young people who have grown up here cannot 
afford to buy or rent here and have to move away and calls for more affordable housing. Otherwise, 
differing views about location, style, size and energy efficiency. 
 
 
Q5 I want to move within Overton in the next few years. YES 27% No 73% 

5A If you answered ‘Yes’ please say how many bedrooms you will need.   1       2       3       4      More than 

4  

           5%   28%   37%   24%      5% 

WORKING 

Q6 Please say which of the following you agree with. 

  I agree I disagree I don’t have 
a view 

1 Small-scale local employment should be encouraged. 93% 0.3% 6% 

2 The use of redundant buildings for business or light 
manufacturing purposes should be supported in principle. 

88% 3% 9% 

3 Shops should not be converted to residential use unless it is 
impossible to find a tenant or buyer. 

83% 6% 11% 

4 Encouraging visitors is a way of supporting local jobs. 82% 5% 13% 

 



 

 

 

GETTING AROUND 

Q7 Please say which of the following you agree with. 

  I agree I disagree I don’t have 
a view 

1 To improve road safety, further measures should be taken to 
reduce traffic speed in the parish. 

60% 27% 13% 

2 Parking in London Road car park and in Winchester Street near 
the shops should be time restricted as it is in the High Street. 

50% 36% 13% 

3 More car parking places for the village centre should be a high 
priority. 

57% 31% 12% 

4 Parking at the station should be charged for to make it easier to 
find a space. 

28% 49% 23% 

5 The area around the station should be lit at night to improve 
safety. 

74% 11% 14% 

 

Getting around the village. 

7a If the 74 bus around the village ran every weekday I would use it.   YES  12%  NO 88% 

7b I can’t walk very far or I care for someone who can’t walk far.    YES 13%   NO 87% 

7c I use a wheelchair or mobility scooter or I care for someone who does. YES 5%   NO 95% 

7d If you answered ‘Yes’ to either of the last two questions, how could we help you get around more 
easily? 
24 responses, 5 about uneven pavements and 3 about more dropped kerbs.   

Q8 Do you feel safe in Overton?   YES 97% NO 3% 

8a If you said ‘No’ please say when and where you don’t feel safe. 
24 responses, of which 7 were about lighting at the station. No other clear pattern 

 

Q9 Thinking about how we enjoy our leisure time, please say which of the following you agree with. 

  I agree I disagree I don’t have 
a view 

1 More facilities for young people are needed. 35% 20% 45% 

2 More facilities for sports/activities are needed. 22% 43% 35% 

3 The village halls we have are adequate. 78% 10% 12% 

4 The St Mary’s Hall and St Luke’s Hall sites should be sold to help 
pay for a new much larger village hall with better facilities on 
the Overton Hill site. 

17% 69% 14% 

5 If the school swimming pool could be made available to adults 45% 29% 27% 



and older children more often I would use it. 

6 If riverside access could be improved I would make use of it.  78% 9% 13% 

7 If there were more circular footpath routes I would use them. 78% 8% 14% 

 

9a If you agreed with 1 above please say what facilities. 
47 responses, 30 of them advocating a youth club or meeting place. 
 
9b If you agreed with 2 above please say which sports and activities. 
38 responses, 14 of them advocating a gym/keep fit facility 
 

Q10 Is there something you want to say that we have not covered at all? 
47 responses but no clear pattern. 

The other documents referred to as part of the evidence base are available from the Parish Office if 

required. Please contact the Parish Clerk at clerk@overtonparishcouncil.gov.uk 


