
 

 

Overton Vision 2020 

 

Overton is a vibrant village community with: 

 Excellent access to essential services 

 A wide variety of shops and businesses 

 A range of facilities for leisure and recreation 

The village is sensitive to its landscape setting and 

environmental impact  

Development is responsive to local need 

Any changes are managed according to the guidelines in the 

Overton Village Design Statement 

(http://www.overtonvillage.com) 

 

Compiled by the Overton Society, Autumn/Winter 2010 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



Overton Village Design Statement 
 
 

Guidelines identified as most important in supporting 
Overton Vision 2020  

in a village survey conducted from October to December 2010 
 
 
The Overton Village Design Statement (VDS) was produced in 2002 with 
considerable community involvement. It provides guidelines to maintain or 
enhance the distinctive nature of Overton. The document was formally adopted 
by Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council in February 2002 as supplementary 
planning advice. Full text can be found at http://www.overtonvillage.com/> About 
Overton > Village Design Statement (accessed 04.01.2011) 
 
The Overton Society has hosted a survey requesting participants to identify the 
two most important guidelines in each of the VDS categories in supporting their 
vision of Overton in  2020.Where their vision was not represented, participants 
were invited to contribute these. All guidelines were endorsed as important. From 
the responses, the two most selected in each category (or page, for Other 
Features) are recorded below. 
 
Responses were received from members of The Overton Society, Overton History 
Society, Overton Parish Council, Overton Women’s Institute, Overton Community 
Association, Overton Pre-school Playgroup Committee, Overton C of E Primary 
School Governors, the congregation of St Mary’s Church, attendees at two Traidcraft 
mornings, the Borough Councillor-organised LDF Housing survey exhibition, Overton 
Business Association ‘Visit Father Christmas’ day and an Overton Vision 2020 open 
event. 
 
Community Guidelines 
 

Suitable time intervals should be allocated between the completion of one 
development and the start of another to allow landscaping to mature and for the 
integration of new parishioners into the community. 23% 37/163 responses 
 
The provision of social, educational and recreational facilities In the village, such as 
the proposed new village hall, should be supported and developed. These should 
include facilities for young people, the elderly and disabled. 23% 37/163 responses 
 

Business Guidelines 
 
Local shopping should be encouraged through the provision of public transport 
within the village, more parking facilities close to the village centre and by 
maintaining the character and appearance of the village and its surroundings 47% 
63/135 responses 
 
 

http://www.overtonvillage.com/


Proposals which lead to local employment opportunities should be treated 
sympathetically provided they do not lead to unacceptable noise, traffic flows or 
light pollution. New industrial buildings should be sited carefully and screened. The 
conversion of former farm buildings for light industrial, farm shop or office use should 
be encouraged where appropriate. 21% 29/135 responses 
 

Landscape and Environmental Guidelines 
 
New developments should respect the river valley setting of the village and its 
significant buildings and natural features. Further building encroachment on the 
skyline should be avoided. 23% 61/270 responses 
 
Views into or out of the village such as those of St Mary’s Church from Overton Hill, 
Kingsclere Road and Winchester Street must be safeguarded. Views from public 
rights of ways throughout the parish should be maintained in accordance with current 
local planning authority guidelines. 14% 37/270 responses 
 

 

Settlement and Transport Guidelines 
 
New development should be limited to sites where building can be integrated into the 
existing valley settlement pattern. 22% 46/213 responses 
 
Parking facilities for the village centre and at the railway station should be improved. 
21% 45/213 responses 
 
Open Spaces Guidelines 
 
The open spaces managed by Overton Recreation Centre should be maintained for 
their benefit to the community and for their importance in preserving open spaces 
within the village. 19% 41/221 responses 
 
Winchester Street, Town Meadow, Bridge Street Sports Ground and the open 
spaces around Court Farm, The Old Rectory and Great North Field are particularly 
cherished for their scenic quality and any development must respect this. 18% 
39/221 responses 
 
 

Built Environment Guidelines 
 
A better mix of housing including smaller, lower cost dwellings with1-3 bedrooms is 
strongly preferred to dwellings with over 4 bedrooms. These should be terraced, 
multi unit, or semidetached and of 2 storeys or less. Buildings over 2 storeys should 
only be considered where there will be no adverse effect on the skyline, surrounding 
ridge patterns or significant views. 15% 34/230 responses 
 
Development should be avoided where impact on the skyline would detract from 
views within the village. New developments should not dominate the landscape and 
should be designed to maintain or enhance existing views e.g. From Overton Hill 
looking across to St Mary’s Church. 14% 33/230 responses 
 

 



 

 

Other Features - Guidelines 
 

 

Public rights of way must be maintained, protected and made more accessible to all 
where possible. 19% 61/320 responses 

 
Maintain and enhance existing native hedges and use indigenous species for 
establishing new hedges. The use of quick growing conifers such as Leylandii should 
be avoided. 17% 53/320 responses 

 
Traffic flows should be managed to minimise overuse of the back lanes. 26% 63/241 
responses 
 
All opportunities should be taken to replace old street lighting, or install new lighting, 
with designs which minimise light pollution. 16% 38/241 responses 
 
New signs should be restricted to the minimum appropriate to maintaining road 
safety and should not be unduly intrusive. 15% 35/241 
 
Shops and other commercial premises should respect Overton’s distinctive character 
and avoid using ‘off the shelf’, ubiquitous designs and internally illuminated signs. 
48% 80/166 responses 
 
All public utility companies should be required to consider ways of minimising the 
visual impact of their installation. 37% 61/166 responses 
 
Additional points  
 
A number of additional points were received which can be grouped under 
 

1. Transport & parking  
2. Infrastructure – particularly concerns about capacity to deal with sewage  
3. Housing Development and Landscape 
4. Sustainability 
 

Whilst, in general, these points added specific detail to guidelines in the VDS, 
sustainability was more evident than in the 2002 document. 
 
 
 

Valda Stevens 
Chair, The Overton Society 
10

th
 January 2011 

 
 
 

 


