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Meeting in Oakley Surgery at 15:00 on Wednesday 16
th

 October 2013 

 

Attendees: Sally Bown (Practice Manager, Oakley & Overton Partnership (O&OP)) 

Dr Nicola Decker (Practice Lead, O&OP) 

George Elkin (Oakley Neighbourhood Plan(NP)) 

Janet (Village Agent, Overton NP) 

Richard Waldram (Overton NP) 

  

Objective: Identify the potential impact on O&OP from the likely increase in demand arising from the proposed 

additional housing at Oakley & Overton within the draft Local Plan. 

 

Discussion 

 

Overton currently has approx 1800 households and 4400 inhabitants. The draft Local Plan proposes an additional 270 

houses by 2029: 120 on Overton Hill plus 150 at locations to be determined via the NP. Oakley currently has approx 

5400 inhabitants, many who do not use the local surgery, with an additional 150 houses proposed by 2029. There may 

also be an impact from the large development proposed at Manydown (3000 houses) within the same timeframe. 

 

The proposed developments represent an an approximate increase of 15% above the current parish populations. 

However, consultation rates for doctors, practice nurses and others are much higher for children under five, women of 

childbearing age and especially the elderly. New housing developments tend to attract young adults, who will then have 

children, but very few elderly. The resulting demand on the practice is therefore hard to predict. 

 

O&OP have moved to a more proactive Integrated Care Team model for service provision with provision primarily 

dependent on disease categories such as asthma and diabetes, the elderly and government guidelines on access to 

healthcare including opening hours. Any changes to the latter could have a significant impact on the practice.  

 

The practice is keen to avoid sending patients to hospital, including Accident and Emergency,  unless it is really 

necessary and is aware that the hospitals will increasingly  seek to discharge patients as soon as there is capacity to 

receive them. This may well have a greater impact than new housing. 

 

Both premises are owned by the doctors who originally paid to build them. GE reported that he had been in discussion 

with one potential developer who planned to relocate Oakley surgery within a new development. Neither SB nor ND had 

any knowledge of it and did not think that it was either necessary or desirable. 

 

Car parking could be an issue at Overton Surgery for those with restricted mobility but the car park at London Road is 

within easy walking distance for others. 

 

Regarding O&OP capacity: 

 The additional wing at Overton surgery was built to support the GP Training Practice rather than in response to 

increasing patient demand 

 Doctor:patient ratios are below government guidelines so more patients could be supported with existing 

resources. Consultation rooms are not a constraint should there be a need to increase the number of GPs or 

other staff. 

 Two consultation sessions are offered per weekday (with the exception of Wednesday afternoon when Oakley 

surgery is closed) so there is scope to increase the number of consultation sessions and opening hours to 

accommodate more appointments. 

 

SB and ND expect that the current capacity (people & accommodation) at O&OP is sufficient to meet an increase in 

demand arising from the proposed additional housing at Oakley & Overton. Clearly there would be a greater impact 

from a development of retirement homes rather than mixed housing. 

 

Actions 

 

GE/JVA/RW Keep SB & ND updated on NP progress 

GE/JVA/RW Seek SB approval for statements relating to O&OP within NP 


