
Notes of telephone conversation 19 August 2014: 
Glenn Parkinson, HCC School Organisation Officer 
Maureen Tory for Overton Neighbourhood Plan Group 

 
 
MT advised that she was representing Overton Parish Council’s Neighbourhood Plan Group 
and was telephoning to discuss HCC’s strategy on preparing for additional schoolchildren in the 
Overton and Whitchurch areas (allocation of 270 new dwellings in Overton, 350 in Whitchurch), 
both for primary and secondary education. 
 
GP had already met with Whitchurch to discuss this, on 20 February 2014, when new school roll 
forecasts were in progress: MT asked if these were yet available.  GP said they are still being 
prepared for the Department of Education, but pointed out that they are confidential to each 
school, not made generally available.  Further, they focus on known statistical data, not 
potential, i.e. they would not include for rising intakes from proposed new housing. 
 
Secondary: Testbourne Community School 
GP confirmed what the Overton NPG had already assumed from the School’s published 
Admissions Policy and Catchment Area map: although Testbourne is oversubscribed it should 
be able to safeguard transfers from Overton CE Primary School, by reference to their official 
‘Link’ status and stricter application of the Admissions Policy, in particular the ‘distance’ rule. 
 
Data: 11-16 age range, 780 pupils over 5 year groups, with 162 places for 2015-16 entry at 
Year 7.  The majority of places are taken up by transfers from Overton and Whitchurch, each 
with rolls currently between 300 and 350, plus fewer numbers from smaller schools in 
surrounding villages such as Longparish, St Mary Bourne and others. 
 
Primary: Overton CE Primary School 
GP confirmed that HCC works on the principle that schools are best organised in classes of 30 
children, although there are instances of more if there are 2 teachers.  HCC does not restrict 
primary school year groups to 2 classes – there can be up to 3 classes, potential of 90 children. 
 
Overton CE Primary has recently expanded to allow 2 full classes per year group; the practice 
of mixed-year groups is being phased out.  With entry level for Reception Class at 60 places for 
September 2014 and onwards, school numbers will grow in time to 420 pupils.  [Spring census 
numbers 2014 - 341, 2013 - 324, 2012 – 303]  No further expansion is planned for Overton CE 
Primary School. 
 
GP confirmed that what had been discussed in February with Whitchurch representatives still 
held true: HCC’s focus is looking to expand Whitchurch CE Primary School to accommodate 
additional pupil numbers from new housing.  Whitchurch has the potential for more, with plans 
to extend entry to 75 places rising to 90 as new housing produces a rising need for places.  GP 
commented that it is not practical to expand in response to potential housing, but as numbers 
and timing of new developments become clearer, HCC’s plans will be put in motion. 
 
In response to MT’s concern that this might lead to Overton children having to be bussed into 
Whitchurch at a very young age, GP did not feel that this is likely to be necessary.  He advised 
there are ‘roughly enough places for all Overton’s 4 year olds’ to take up a place at Overton CE 
Primary, but traditionally not all Overton children are sent there – some go to neighbouring state 
schools and some to independent, private schools.  Overton School makes up to numbers by 
taking children from outside its catchment area.  The school should be able to safeguard entry 
for its local children by applying its Admissions Policy more strictly, again in particular the 
distance rule. 
 
GP advised he would be happy to come and talk to the NPG if they would like a face-to-face 
meeting, but he felt that the discussion had been comprehensive and hoped it had given clarity 
to HCC’s plans for the future. 
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Addendum:  Statistics 

 
 
The standard calculation for educational places required, used by planners and local education 
authorities, is for 0.51 places per new dwelling.  This is split as 0.21 places for the 11-16 years 
age range (5 schools years, classes 7 to 11), and 0.30 places for the 4-11 years age range (7 
school years, classes Reception, 1 to 6). 
 
Accordingly, 270 additional houses in Overton should generate over the 15 years development 
period a requirement for 81 places at Overton Primary School, an average of 12 per year group, 
and 57 places at Testbourne Community School, an average of 11 per year group. 
 
Spring census numbers for Overton Primary School in 2014 was 341.  An additional 81 places 
filled would bring the number to 422, with the maximum for the school as the ‘60 per year group 
entry’ cascades through the years totalling to 420.  There is therefore a foreseeable pressure, 
through the 15 years development period. 
 
Owing to the fact that available places are not evenly spread through the year groups, it may be 
that some children will be unable to secure a place at Overton Primary School sooner rather 
than later.  We would hope that some additional capacity could be provided through Section 106 
(Developer Contribution) to avoid the need for such young children to travel to Whitchurch. 
 
NB: Glenn Parkinson, HCC School Organisation Officer, advised in August 2014 that class size 
can exceed the standard 30 if a further class teacher is appointed.  Therefore, it should be 
possible for Overton Primary School to absorb occasional year-group ‘bulges’ by the temporary 
appointment of an extra teacher. 
 
For Testbourne Community School, with entry for 2015-15 year being set for 162: this indicates 
5.4 classes of 30 children each.  There should be capacity to increase to 6 full classes – 180 
places per year-group.  Whitchurch’s allocation of 300 new houses should generate a need for 
63 new places which, combined with Overton’s number of 57, brings the total required to 120, 
an average of 24 per year over the 5 school years. 
 
Again, this indicates a pressure on current take-up (162 places plus 24 from Whitchurch and 
Overton new dwellings = 186, when maximum capacity per year group with 6 full classes 
amounts to 180).  However, the Whitchurch and Overton Primary Schools will be feeding 150 
children, so there should still be space for children from other local schools. 
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